176              METAPHYSICAL.    IMMANENT.           [Book I.
and the imagination, rendering the former the source of clear ideas, the latter of confused. Malebranche admits that the purely spiritual will is presupposed in all the physical tendencies, and is the generic type of all our energy; so that the difference is between this type pure and simple, and the same working under conditions of corporeal association. The impulses under the former head he calls 'inclinations' or 'natural movements of the mind;3 those under the latter, ' affections' or ' passions;' conceiving of the first mainly as energies from within: of the second, as what we receive or undergo from without, i.e. from our organism; though this again is subject to the qualification, that the 'inclinations/ though prime movers relatively to the rest of our nature, are impressed on it by God, and so far are data from another spirit, as the passions are what we suffer from our own body1. This distinction it is the more important to understand, because it plays a large part in the psychology of that age, reappears in the writings of Spinoza, and gives to the words * affections' and 'passion' a special meaning which with us they have long lost.
From the peculiar Theism of that age the idea was inseparable that the Creator was once alone; and that in that solitude He preconceived the scheme of created things, and in due time executed the work which He had thought out. Hence, when the question was raised, what induced this change from lonely existence to a peopled universe, the end in view could only be sought within the Infinite nature itself; other nature beyond, foreign field of contemplation, there was not; what He made, He made for satisfaction of His own .Perfection ; if He made it for love, the product of His love was but a function of Himself, a portion of a universe which is Himself externalised. In conformity with this mode of thinking, Malebranche lays it down c that God cannot have any other principal end of His agency than Himself, though He may have many secondary ends, all
1 De Inquirenda Veritate, V. i.